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District Profile 

Tawang, is a smalI district blessed with breath-taking natural beauty, situated in the western 
part of the state of Arunachal Pradesh with an approximate area of 2172 Sq. Km. The district lies 
between 27°22' (E) to 27°22 (E) longitudes and 90°45° (N) to 92°15° (N) latitudes. It is bounded by 
Tibet the North, Bhutan on the West and South-West and West Kameng District on the Eastern and 

South-Eastern side. 

Tawang is the birth place of His Holiness the Sixth Dalai Lama and home to the world famous 
Gaden Namgyal Lhatse, popularly known as Tawang Monastery, the largest monastery of India and 
perhaps the second largest in Asia. 

Tawang is a paradise for nature lovers. The District is entirely located amongst the mighty 
Himalayas and has a rugged terrain with deep valleys and high altitude lakes. Altitude ranges between 
3500 to 22500 feet from the mean sea level. The highest mountain peak of Tawang District is Sa-Nga 
Phu (Gorichen) which is approximately 22500 ft from MSL. Sela, at an altitude of 13700 ft. from MSL. 
is an important mountain range. Due to its elevation and geographic location, the district generally has a 
cold climate for most of the year. The main rivers of the district are the Tawang Chu and Nyamjang 

Chu. 

Tawang is a treasure trove of high altitude flora and fauna, unique to its location. Trees mostly 
consists of oak, poplar, blue pine, magnolia, walnut and fir. Orchids, medicinal plants, rhododendrons, 
wild flowers are also found in abundance in the district. The fauna of the district mainly includes high 
altitude birds, snow leopard, musk deer, barking deer, Himalayan bear, serow, red goral, bharal, yak and 
wild boar among others. Any form of hunting is strictly banned in the district. 

Owing to its rich and unique culture and beautiful locals, the district is a premier tourist 
destination of the state and North-Eastern India, attracting thousands of tourists annually. 

Boundaries: The area of Tawang District is approximately 2,172 Sq. Km bounded by Tibet to the 
north, Bhutan to the south-west and Sela ranges separated from West Kameng District in the east. 

a. District Administrative Set-up 

ADC Hq 

EAC Hq 
CO Hq 
Panchayats 
Villages 

b. Local Institutions 

ADC Hq 
EAC Hq 

CO Hq 
Development 
blocks 

Panchayats 
Villages 

02 ( Jang & Lungla) 

03( Thingbu, Kyidphel & Jemeithang) 
05 (Mogto, Lhou, Bongkhar, Pemakhar & Dutongkhar) 

317 
219 

02 (Jang & Lungla) 
03 (Thingbu, Kyidphel & Jemeithang) 
05(Mogto, Lhou, Bongkhar, Pemakhar & Dutongkhar 

06 (Tawang, Kyidphel, Jang-Thingbu, Mogto-Bongkhar & 
Dutongkhar -Jemeithang 
317 

3470 



C. Natural Resources 

Water bodies 

The major water source in the district is river Tawang Chu and Nyamjang Chu. The river 
originates from Tibet. 

Availability of water resources 
In Tawang district the main water sources are rivers Tawang Chu and Nyamjang Chu. 

Forest coverage 
The area covered by the forest in Tawang District is 1251 Sq.Km 

d. Geography & Demography 
Item 
Total area 
Total populations 
Rural populations 
Urban populations 
Decennial growth rate 
Literacy rate 
Sex ratio 
e. Land use pattern 

Item 
Total area 
Area under Forest 

Cropped Area 
Net Area sown 

Area Irrigated 
Percentage of net area irrigated to total area 
SOWn 

f. Climate 

Details 

2,172 sqg Km 
49977 
38775 
11202 
28.33% 
60.61% 
701 

Details 

2,172 Sq. Km 
1251 Sq. Km 

6560 Hec. 
5280 Hec. 
3500 Hec. 

The climate of Tawang District is moderate and pleasant during the summer and extreme chill 
and biting cold during the winter. The district has high land configuration, the altitude varying 
from 3500 ft to 22500 ft, with such varying altitude the climate is marked with variation in 
temperature in accordance with elevation. The temperature generally goes down to the freezing 
point in winter. The maximum and minimum average temperature recorded were 25b during 
August and -3b during December month and the total annual rainfall recorded in Tawang district 
HÌ was 1,681.9 mm. 



2.0 Indicative Gap Analysis and Action Plans for complying with Waste Management Rules 

() Solid Waste Management 

SI. 
No. 

2 

3 

SI. 
No. 

(i) 

2 
(i) 

a. Current status related to Solid Waste Management 

(ii) 

Urban Local 
bodies 
UD & 

Housing, 
Tawang 

Local Bodies 

Block 

1.Segregation 

06 

Village/Gram 219/311 
Panchayats 

Action points 
for villages/ 
blocks / town 
municipalities/ 
City 
corporations 

Segregation of 
waste at 

Sources 

b. Identification of gaps and Action plan: 

Sweeping 
Manual 

No. of Wards 

Sweeping 

28 

Mechanical 

road sweeping 
and collection 

No. Of village 
panchayats/Blocks 

Identification of 

gap 

Segregation at 
source has been 
initiated in DUDA 
Tawang; and there 
is 100% 
segregation of 

waste at source. 

100% roads in 
DUDA Tawang 
are covered under 
manual sweeping 
and sweeping is 
done twice every 
week 

No. of 
Household 

2000 (Approx.) 
1685 

No mechanical 

sweeping is being 
done by DUDA 

Tawang 

No. Of House 
holds 

8277 
8277 

Action Plan 

1) The ULB 
shall conduct 
regular 
awareness 

programs for 
segregation of 
waste at source 

in their area 

Increase in 
manpower and 
PPEs for more 
frequent 
sweeping of 
roads 

No facilities are 
available at 
present for 
mechanical 

Population 

11202 

Population as 
per census 

2011 
42080 
42080 

Responsible 
agencies 

DUDA 

Tawang 

DUDA 

Tawang 

DUDA 

Tawang 

Solid Waste 

Generated per day 
9 TPD 

Solid Waste Generated 

per day 

Timeline for 
completion of action 
plan 

For regular sweeping 
we need more 
manpower and PPEs 



3. Waste Collection 

() 

(i) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(i) 

100% 

(ii) 

collection of 
solid waste 

Arrangement 
for door to 
door collection 

Waste 
collection 

trolleys with 
separate 
compartments 

Mini collection 
trucks with 

separate 
compartments 

Waste 

Deposition 
centres ( for 
domestic 
hazardous 

4 Waste Transport 
Review 

waste) 

existing 
infrastructure 
for waste 

transport 

Bulk waste/ 
Trucks 

100% collection of 

waste in Urban 
area 

There is 
arrangement of 
motorized vehicle 
for 100% door to 
door collection of 
waste in DUDA 

Tawang 
There are no waste 

collection trolleys 
with separate 
Compartments; 
however DUDA 
Tawang provides 
separate carry bags 
for collection of 
different waste in 
their area 
There are 4 mini 
collection trucks 

with separate 
compartments in 
DUDA Tawang 
There is no 

deposition centre 
for collection of 
domestic 
Hazardous waste 

in DUDA Tawang 

The existing bulk 
waste transport is 
not sufficient and 

need to strengthen 

The existing bulk 
waste transport is 
not sufficient and 

need to strengthen 

Sweeping and 
collection to take 
place 

Waste collection 

trolleys are not 
feasible due to 
hilly area the 
existing practice 
adopted for 
waste collection 

i.e separate bags 
are adequate 

DUDA Tawang 
to increase the 
number of 
vehicles and 
sanitation 
workers to 
ensure 100% 
collection and 
transport of 
waste 

DUDA Tawang 
to increase the 
number of 
vehicles and 
sanitation 
workers to 

DUDA 

Tawang 

DUDA 

Tawang 

DUDA 

Tawang 

DUDA 

Tawang 

DUDA 
Tawang 

DUDA 

Tawang 

DUDA 

Tawang 

NA 

02 years subject to 
availability of fund and 
manpower 

02 years subject to 
availability of fund and 
manpower 



(ii) Waste Transfer 
points 

5 Waste treatment and disposal 
() 

(i) 

(iv) 

Wet-waste 
management: 
On -site 

composting by 
bulk 

(v) 

waste 

generators 

Wet-waste 
management 
Facility for 
central 
biomethanation 
/ composting of 

(iii) Dry-Waste 
wet waste 

Management 
Recovery for 
dry waste 
fraction 

Disposal of 
inert and non 
recyclable 
waste: Sanitary 
landfill 

Presently we do 
not have MRF due 
to which the waste 
is collected for 
households and 
taken to dumping 
site 

Remediation of 
historic/ legacy 
dumpsite 

There is no bulk 

waste generators 
identified till date 

A compost pit is 
available at dump 
site. 

DUDA Tawang 
has submitted a 
DPR for 
construction of 
MRF at Tawang 
district 

There is no 
sanitary landfill 
site available 

There is 01 
number of legacy 
waste sites, which 
require 
remediation as per 
Rules. 

ensure 100% 
collection and 
transport of 
waste 

DPR for 
construction of 
MRF has 
already been 
submitted to 

higher 
authorities for 
approval and 
funding 

Identification of 
bulk waste 
generators by 

DUDA Tawang. 
On site 

composting by 
bulk waste 
generators after 
identification 

DUDA Tawang 
shall provide the 
Bio-methanation 

Bio- composter 
of adequate 
capacity to treat 
wet waste 

DUDA Tawang 
shall provide the 
proper Material 
Recovery 
Facility (MRF) 
with separate 
compartments 
for dry and wet 
waste 

DUDA Tawang 
shall ensure 
remediation of 

legacy waste as 
per the Rules 

DUDA 
Tawang 

DUDA 

Tawang 

DUDA 

Tawang 

DUDA 

Tawang 

DUDA 

Tawang 

DUDA 

Tawang 

01 years subject to 
approval of MRF 

03 year 

03 years subject to 
availability 

01 years subject to 
approval of MRF 

03 year subject to 
availability of facilities 



1 

(vi) 

SI. 

1. 

2. 

Involvement of There is a gap in 
NGOS effective 

involvement of 
more NGOs for 

(vii) EPR of 

(ix) 

Producers: 
Linkage with 
producers/ 
Brand owners 

(vii) Authorization 
of waste 
pickers 

Preparation of 
by-laws to 
comply with 
SWM Rules, 
2016 

ULB Tawang 

No. village/blocks/town 

awareness/ 
cleanliness 
campaign 

(ii) Plastic Waste Management 

DUDA Tawang 
has assigned one 
informal waste 

municipalities/city 
corporations 

picker, however 
there is no 

Urban Local Bodies 

Door to door 

collection of dry 
waste including 
Plastic Waste 

authorized waste 
pickers 
DUDA Tawang 
has not prepared 
by-laws to comply 
with SWM 

Rules, 2016 

(b) Identification of Gaps and Action Plan: 
Action Points for Identification of 

Facilitate organized 
collection of PW at 
Waste Transfer point 
or Material 

Recovery Facility 

(a) Current status related to Plastic Waste Management 

gap 

100% collection of 
Plastic Waste is 
being done in 
Urban Areas. 

Plastic waste is 
being collected at 
dump site and 
handed over to 
PWD for 
construction of 

roads within the 

DUDA Tawang 
shall involve 
NGOs for IEC/ 
awareness/ 

Cleanliness 

by the informal 

campaign in 
their area 

Assign and 
encourage more 
waste 

entrepreneurs 

DUDA Tawang 
Preparation of 
by-laws to 
comply with 
SWM Rules, 
2016 

district. Also, waste 
is being collected 

1.80 TPD 

Action Plan 

DUDA 

Tawang 

1.Construction 
of MRF 
required. 

DUDA 

Tawang 

DUDA 
Tawang 

Estimated quantity of Plastic Waste Generated pet 
day 

Responsible 
Agencies 

District Urban 

Development 
Agency 
(DUDA), 
Tawang 

0l year 

-Do 

02 years 

02 years 

Timeline for 
completion of 
action plan 

1 Year 



3. 

4 

5 

PW collection 
centres 

Awareness and 

education programs 
implementation 

SI. 

Access to PW 

Disposal Facilities 

No. 

1. 

(iii) C&D Waste Management 

waste pickers. 

There is no PW 
collection centre in 
the district however 

PW is being 
collected at 

Details of Data Required 
Total C &D waste generated in MT per day (As per 
data from Municipal Corporations/Municipalities) 

designated point in 
dump site. 
Tawang ULB is 
creating awareness 
education programs 
on regular basis. 

PW waste is being 
handed over to PWD 
for use in road 
construction within 

the District. Also, 
PW is being collected 
by informal waste 
pickers and send to 
Tezpur, Assam for 
recycling. 

(a) Current status related to C&D waste 

(b) Identification of Gaps and Action Plan 
Action Points for 
village/blocks/town 
municipalities/city 
corporations 
Arrangement for 
separate collection 

Identification of 

gap 

-Do 

There is no 
separate 

Fund required 
for additional 
awareness 

programs 
through print 
media, AIR, 
banners, 
educational 
institutes etc. 
Weighing 
machine 

required for 
plastic waste 
collected so as 
to record the 
waste in 
authentic 
manner instead 
of 
approximation. 

Present Status 

Does the District have access to C & D waste recycling No. However, most of the waste is being reused for filling 
facility? up the plinth during new building construction. 

-Do 

Action Plan 

-Do 

At present there is no 
need for separate 

District Urban 

Development 
Agency (DUDA), 
Tawang/Public 
Works 

Department, 
Tawang. 

Tawang ULB has not assessed C & D waste till date. The 
Tawang ULB being a small populated area has very less 

C & D waste generation. 

1 Year 

Responsible 
Agencies 

Regular Activity 

District Urban 
Development 

1 Year 

Timeline for 

completion of 
action plan 

NA 



2 

3. 

4 

5 

of C&D waste to 
C&D waste 

deposition point. 

Whether local 
authority have fixed 
user fee on C&D 
waste and 
introduced 

permission systemn 
for bulk waste 
generators who 
generate more than 
20 tons or more in 

one day or 300 tons 
per project in a 
month? 

C&D recycling 
facility 
Usage of recycled 
C&D waste in non 
structural concrete, 

paving blocks, lower 
layer of road 
pavements, colony 
and rural road. 
JCE on C&D waste 

management 

collection point 
for C&D waste. 

There are no bulk 
waste generators 
of C&D waste in 
the Urban Area. 

There is no C&D 

District Environment Plan, Tawang 

Total No. Non-Bedded HCF 

recycling facility. 
There is no 
policy on usage 
of C&D waste. 

Bio � Medical Waste Management: 

There is no 
system for C&D 
waste awareness. 

Inventory of BMW generating units in the 
district 

Disposal Facilities (CBWTFs) 

Total No. bedded Health Care Facilities 

Capacity of CBWTFs 

No, of HCFs authorized by SPCBs/ PCCs 

No. of common Biomedical Waste Treatment and 

a. Current Status Related to Bio- Medical Waste 

C&D waste collection 
point. However, in the 

near future if the need 
arises the ULB and 

District 

No. of Deep Burials for BMW if any 

Administration shall 
identify and finalize 
the C&D collection 
point. 
NA 

NA 

C&D waste generated 
is very less. 

Awareness on C&D 

waste required 

Agency (DUDA), 
Tawang 

-Do 

-Do 

-Do 

-Do 

25 

24 

20 

nil 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

Regular Activity 



Quantity of BMW generated per day 

Quantity of BMW treated per day 

SI. 
No 
1. 

2. 

3 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7 

8 

b. ldentification of gaps and Action Plan 

Action Points 

Inventory and 
identification of HCFs 

Adequacy of facilities 
to treat biomedical 
waste 

Tracking of BMW 

Awareness and 
education of Health 
care Staff 

Adequacy of Funds 

Compliance to rules by 
HCFs and CBWTFs 

District Level 

monitoring committee 

Waste water Treatment 

Gaps 

Inventory of 
HCF has been 
done 

No CBWTFs 

Color coded 
dust bin are 
installed in all 
Govt. HCFs 

Medical 

Authority has 
conducted 
Awareness 
and Education 
from time to 
time. 
There is need 
of more 
awareness 

program on 
regular basis 
for HCWs 

inadequate 

Surveillance 
and 

Monitoring is 
a continuous 

Already 
constituted 

Nil 

Action Plan 

Authorization 
certificate 
applied by all 
HCFs to 
APSPCB 

All the HCFs 
shall 
implement the 
Bar coded 

system 
For all 

Stakeholders 
Department 
shall conduct 
awareness on 

regular basis 

More Funds 

Required 
State board 

will inspect 
the HCFs 

committee by 
APSPCB 

DMO, 
Tawang 

Responsible 
Agency 
APSPCB 

DMO and 
head of all 
HCFs 

DMO, 

Tawang 
APSPCB 

Monitoring of APSPCB 

7.6kg/d 

APSPCB 

7.6 kg/d 

Timeline for completion of 
action plan 

Provisional Authorization 
Certificate issued to all Govt. 
HCFs 
Authorization certificates for 
Non Govt. HCFs not issued 

till now by APSPCB 

Regular Activities 

( Sang Phuntsok) 1AS 
Deputy Commissioner 

Tawang District 
Zhitro-Tse, Tawang 

Deputy Commissioner 
Tawang District 

Arunachal Pradesh 
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